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1.  How much handling can this decal transfer endure when applying to the polymer clay?

        It can withstand what I consider moderate handling.  The most important thing is to be sure it is burnished lightly onto the thin piece of clay.  This decal has some elasticity. Pay attention to how you stretch it and smooth any wrinkles or creases as you work.  Think of the decal transfer as a piece of plastic wrap that you want to stretch over a bowl.  You have to keep a little tension around all the edges and not allow them to crumple up - same with this decal.  Luckily the decal on the clay already has some adhesion from the burnishing and the decal membrane wants to adhere to the raw clay.  When it is placed around any piece of curved raw polymer clay, this helps push air bubbles out.  This particular decal transfer paper works better on curved surfaces than on flat surfaces.

2. Why did my transfer image bleed?

        There are a few reasons that a transfer image may bleed.  Damp fingers when picking up the image prior to applying it face down to the clay can damage the image.  If you did not burnish it well, some finish or water may have seeped under the edge causing the image to bleed.  If you popped an air bubble with a pin, some sealer may have seeped under the decal causing it to bleed.  Some finishes are not compatible with inkjet decal paper.  The first I want to note is Amazing Glaze.  It may look wonderful for a few days, but all of a sudden, your image looks like a watercolor.  Then within a few more days, the image is unrecognizable.  I had high hopes for using Amazing Glaze to seal the decal image as it gave a wonderful gloss finish, but after two weeks and seeing my images disappear, I want to be certain no one spends too much time on a project to have it disappear before their eyes.  Additional information:  I believe it may be the embossing ink that is applied to the bead to hold the Amazing Glaze that causes the decal to bleed and not necessarily the Amazing Glaze.  I have had good luck with other surface sealers or finishes such as Diamond Glaze, Kato Liquid, Liquid Sculpey, Fimo Decorating Gel, Future, Gloss Lacquer by Eberhard Faber, Diamond Flecto-Varathane with UVLS, and Golden Polymer Varnish with UVLS.  Note that all of these provide a different finish and you will need to determine the ones you prefer.

3. Why did my two beads stick together and the decal pull up when I separated them?

        It is always best to keep the beads separated when curing and after applying any finish.  Most finishes take up to 24 hours to fully cure.  If they stuck together prior to applying finish, it is probably because the decals had not fully dried before they touched each other.  The decal images have a very slight stickiness to them until the moisture on the surface dries.  This moisture is from the water that you applied to the back of the transfer paper. Note that this moisture should not be getting to the ink.  Think of the decal like a piece of thin plastic with a layer of the ink image on one side.  When you are applying the water to the back of the paper, you are releasing the membrane from the paper, but the water does not touch the ink of the image underneath.

4.  I had some beads with transferred images burn.  What happened?

        For best results, the decal transferred image should not be cured at higher temperatures than what we normally cure polymer clay. It appears to be best if time in the oven is kept to the minimum recommended manufacturer’s instructions. There has been a trend to increase curing temperatures in polymer clay with the belief that this makes for a stronger product.  I have not found this always to be the case.  As long as a piece is cured at the low end of the manufacturer’s temperatures and for the recommended times, the transfers should not brown or burn while the polymer clay looks fine.  Most importantly, be sure your oven is the correct temperature.  Also, be sure that you cover your pieces with a manila folder or a thick sheet of paper should your oven spike and the broiler comes on while trying to maintain its temperature.  

5.  Are there other sources for the Inkjet/Clear Waterslide Decal Paper?
Inkjet/Clear Waterslide Decal Paper can be found at http://www.beldecal.com/inkjet_decals.cfm, www.heartinhandstudio.com and www.polymerclayyourway.com. Lisa Pavelka, www.heartinhandstudio.com sells the blank paper for image transfers onto polymer clay and she also sells pre-printed sheets of images that are on the Inkjet/Clear Waterslide Decal Paper. Rickie Beth at www.polymerclayyourway.com also carries decal transfer papers. Please note that there may be other sources for this same paper.  If you know of others, you may request that they contact me to be listed as a supplier. I am not connected to any of the companies, but do know that the polymer clay suppliers in general give faster, better service.  I have never had the larger company listed first to reply to any of my questions or emails. I have tested over 20 transfer papers and mediums and this paper is the only one that I have used that is consistent on curved pieces of polymer clay.  All of the papers and transfer mediums have special characteristics and some of them are so unique that it is important to know the “look” one wants.  

6.  Any ideas on how to avoid a darker, lighter area where a strip transfer overlaps?
It is possible to allow an extra clear area at the end of the strip when you are cutting your strip from the transfer decal paper.  Then allow this end to overlap the opposite end of the decal. When the decal is still slightly damp, it adheres very well to the opposite side when wrapping a strip around a bead.
      7.  How often will you update the FAQ?
I plan to update as needed.  If I receive no additional questions or important information, no FAQ will be sent.  Please let me know if you want to be removed from the list.  If you mailed in payment for the tutorial and I did not receive your email address, I sent the FAQ with the tutorial initially.  If you wish to continue to receive any new information, please send me your email address to jrhea@nc.rr.com . 

      8.  Do you have a gallery?  I want to show my work.

If you send me photos of your work, I will be more than happy to show them on a page connected to my web site.  Just be sure to write that you give me permission to publish your photos.

      9.  I transferred some images onto polymer clay beads and left them for a few days. After I cured them, they made a “crinkly” sound when I tried to rub some air bubbles and it appeared that the image had not adhered to the polymer clay.  What happened?  The ones that I made and cured immediately turned out perfectly.

I think you answered part of your question. I discovered this situation as well when I had left a few beads for several days when I ran out of room in my oven and thought I would put off until I had a new batch. I have found that this is a technique that works best if curing is within a few hours or no more than a day after applying the transfer decal to the polymer clay.  My “guess” is that the decal begins to dry out and separates from the polymer clay.  I also had this same “crinkly” problem when I used the same decal transfer paper when I had used the transparency setting on the inkjet copier. With that method, I suspected that there is so much ink on the decal that it has no way for the decal to adhere to the polymer clay.  With some manipulation, I was able to get it to stick while still warm, but it did not give a perfectly smooth transfer.  It did, however, give an all over even crackle surface that would work well for some effects.  

I also had this happen when I cured the beads too long---three hours! The image transfer appeared to be a crinkly sheet on top of the clay surface.  I was able to rescue my beads by applying Golden Polymer Varnish with UVLS with my fingers and rubbing outward to edges as if trying to remove air bubbles while the beads were still warm.  It appeared that the moisture helped the transferred decal to shrink just enough to adhere well to the clay.  I then applied three coats of Golden Polymer Varnish with my fingers.  I cannot tell the difference in these beads and the beads that never had this problem.

Some brands of the decal transfer paper also have more crinkling than the recommended paper. I tested this method of transferring images to polymer clay using these clays---Kato, Fimo Classic, Fimo Soft, Sculpey III and Premo and the same decal transfer paper.  The clays that were the firmest and maybe with less plasticizers tended to have more crinkling.  So it is important not to use clay that is too leached.  I also suspect that some clays shrink with curing more than others.  So far, Premo has worked consistently better than the others, but I suspect that is due to the right amount of leaching---not too much and not too little.  If the clay is too dry, it will not grab the decal and will allow for more air bubbles.  I have added Sculpey diluent to clays as needed if too dry.

You may also wish to experiment with the settings on your printer or copier.  On my copier, it is best if I use the best printing selection, but use the regular paper selection instead of the photo selection.  On my printer, I use the best color printing. The amount of ink applied to the transfer paper can make a difference.

Another important suggestion:  Be sure to have your t-shirt handy to gently rub the bead to help with securing the decal to the bead core while it is warm.  I have found this to be one of the best methods to prevent wrinkling or crinkling if the decal was not as smooth as expected.  You may wish to remove the warm beads from the oven a few at a time to work on them.  Once they are cool, it is harder to remove any wrinkles.   Even if I notice no wrinkling, I use the t-shirt material and press the decal next to the clay. As it begins to cool, I use Golden Polymer Varnish with UVLS to dampen the decal and continue to press and rub the decal with my fingers until it is perfectly smooth.  The Golden Polymer Varnish is very compatible with other finishes and if you wish to apply the Eberhard Faber Gloss Lacquer or other products on top of it for more shine, it works well.

      10. Will the new substitute waterslide decal paper work with this method?

I have tested the papers and all of the clear inkjet waterslide decal papers with the watermark on the back have worked well.  The first batch of the ones without the watermark did not work well.  I have decided that was more due to a bad batch of paper than anything else.  Recent tests with it have turned out acceptable.

      11. Do you recommend any other transfer papers with the same techniques that are in the tutorial?

I have tried Bel Inc’s clear laser waterslide decal paper and have also tried Lazertran Silk for inkjet and laser printers.  This process is similar, but the finish is different.  The Bel Inc. laser papers and the Lazertran Silk for inkjet and laser printers in my opinion tend to be damaged or scratched easier leaving spots where the image does not transfer as well.  However, with the laser printing, there is less wrinkling or crinkling from my experience.  Again, there are some steps to take to solve these problems.  The effect is very nice if you get a complete transfer of the image.  The most important point is to treat the transfer papers with coatings gently.
I have tried many other transfer papers that did not work at all for curved or round surfaces.  The Epson Glossy Photo Paper for inkjet printers and Hewlett-Packard HP Color Laser, Photo Paper, Glossy Product: Q6608A for laser printers are my favorite inkjet image for transferring to flat surfaces, but they do not work well for curved or round surfaces.  They also do not work well for the steps in this tutorial.  
I have tried the white/inkjet waterslide decal papers and the blue/inkjet waterslide decal paper by Bel, Inc., but the processes described in this tutorial do not work with them.  So far the advantages to using those papers do not outweigh their disadvantages.  I will continue to experiment with various transfer papers.

      12. Do you have other tutorials on transferring images to polymer clay?
I am in the process of writing one more tutorial on transferring images.  It will cover all kinds of mediums and the best papers in order to provide a variety of finishes and results so one can determine the one that works best for their applications.  This one is for flat surfaces.  UPDATE:  I have published this tutorial on my web site.  It is free.  It can be found at http://www.heartofclay.com/page39.htm .  At present, I have Bead Bonanza I Tutorial available for sale at http://www.heartofclay.com/page38.htm.

     13.  Is there a spray sealer for round beads that will protect the transferred image?
I have been testing a spray product, EnviroTex Spray Clear or Finish Sealer for over four months now, but cannot be sure whether it will work for long term use.  So far there is no stickiness and it goes on smooth and clear.  I cannot completely recommend this product until I have used it on beads for at least six months. I do like the ease of use and the even coating that is possible with the spray. If you have used EnviroTex Lite as a two part resin coating, you will have an idea of what this product attempts to do in a spray.
